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What Are Your Gifts? 
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THE QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE YOKEFELLOW PRISON MINISTRY  

“What are your gifts?” This is a question that is asked frequently to churches. And often, this is a 
response that we hear: “I’m not talented enough to play the piano or draw a picture or sing a song, so 
I have no gifts.” Somehow, being given a gift to serve God is equated with having a talent. So, 
according to this outlook, if we have no talent, then we have no gifts to offer to God. But there is a 
distinct difference between gifts and talents. 
 
A gift is a special ability given to you by God with no effort needed to acquire it. A talent is a natural 
ability for a specific pursuit that requires effort to cultivate or improve. A talent is certainly a gift from 
God, but a gift may or may not be a talent. God will send us the gifts we need to help further the 
kingdom. Here are gifts that some have that can be used by God: Listening – Welcoming strangers – 
Organizing – Following a leader – Analyzing numbers – Driving a car – Visiting someone – Befriending 
a stranger – Cooking – Comforting a crying child. 

David Morton,                                                 
Yokefellow Priosn Ministry President 

 

The most important gift that we all have, however, is the gift of 
time. God has given us all 24 hurs a day. We, in turn, can express 
our gratitude for this gift by giving back our presence, our 
availability, our willingness to go where God sends us. Maybe you 
can’t paint a portrait, but you can brush fresh paint on a wall that’s 
gotten dingy. Maybe you can’t play a musical instrument, but you 
can raise your voice in song during worship. Maybe you can’t 
preach a sermon, but you can visit someone who is in prison or 
just returning to the community. Maybe you are a person who 
doesn’t enjoy large crowds, but you enjoy relationships and 
fellowship with individuals. We all have gifts. How can we use 
them to serve God? 
 
The Yokefellow movement – a movement that you are part of – is 
an organization that is made of people who do everything to 
please God. Yokefellows are a people who enjoy a very special 
quality of fellowship. I describe it as a sweet, sweet spirit. It is how  
 believers spend their time and energy building that sweet, sweet spirit. Time is a wonderful gift. How 
we spend time is our gift back to God. And it benefits so many in the process. Yokefellow is a grace 
driven organization. We attract people who are hungry for grace. Disobedient human beings are drawn 
to grace like a bee is to honey. We see this in the way people responded to Jesus during his earthly 
ministry. We see this in the way people are drawn to you and your giftedness. What will make our 
organization – the movement that is Yokefellow – great? God’s grace will! Proverbs 19 … “Many are 
the plans of a man’s heart, but it is the LORD’s PURPOSE, that prevails. Our … (continued next pg.) 
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God continues to demostrate his 

faithfulness to Yokefellow Prison 

Ministry and our volunteers and has 

made way for ministries to reopen to 

Yokefellow volunteers.  In the first 

part of the year Yokefellow has begun 

meetings at:  

 

• Brunswick Detention Center 

(Boliva – Sundays) 

 

• Columbus Correctional 

(Whitville – Tuesdays) 

 

• Neuse Correctional 

(Goldsboro  – 1st & 3rd Mondays) 

 

• Scotland Correctional 

(Laurinburg – Tuesdays) 

 

• Tabor Correctional 

(Tabor City – Tuesdays) 

 

Volunteers are still needed for these 

locations! If you are interested in 

volunteering at these or finding out 

more information about other 

meetings to participate in, please 

contact Carlton Gooding at 

cgooding@yokefellowprisonministry.

org or by phone at 336-740-0392. 

  

(continued from prev. pg.) … message is God’s salvation. His desire for our lives in redemption 
is a return to innocence and purity of heart. He calls us to be faithful.  
I pray that God will continue to bless each of us as we strive to be his faithful servants. I extend 
my best to you in this wonderful season and as we continue through 2023.  

Grace & Peace,  

David Morton 
President of the Board of Directors 

Yokefellow Prison Ministry of North Carolina 
 

 

Theme for 2023: Sustainability 

 

This year, Yokefellow Prison Miinistry is 
celebrating our more than 50 years of 
service to those impacted by incarceration 
in the state of North Carolina by focusing 
on SUSTAINABILITY and ensuring that we 
are ready for at least another fifty years of 
ministry.  
 
Yokefellow has not only survived three 
years of the COVID-19 pandemic but has 
thrived by developing the residential 
reentry ministry, which started with one  
location and has grown to 9 facilities in  

Durham, Fayetteville, Greensboro, High Point, New Bern, Raleigh, Rocky Mount, and 
Wilmington.  Since the prisons began to reopen, Yokefellow has resumed ministries in more 
than half of the facilities that had active ministries prior to the pandemic.  There are more 
facilities that are ready to welcome Yokefellows back inside but we are in need of volunteers 
in order to ensure that our ministries are reliable and that we are consistently able to provide 
services to incarcerated individuals.  
 
Yokefellow Prison Ministry is moving into this year with eyes set ahead to those next fifty 
years that are ahead of us and trusting God to guide the way as we work to stay true to what 
has been the core of our ministry – walking with those who are experiencing incarceration in 
the traditional correctional institutions – but also in prayerfully considering the ways that we 
are called to expand our services to include those in reentry, returning citizens who have 
completed their sentences and fully rejoined society, and the families and loved ones of 
incarcerated people. 
 
If you are interested in seeing how you might be able to partner with Yokefellow Prison 
Ministry as we go forward please contact Carlton Gooding by email at 
cgooding@yokefellowprisonministry.org or by phone at 336-740-0392.  

YFPM Recieves Platinum Seal of Transparency 

  

Yokefellow Prison Ministry has again received a 
Platinum Seal of Transparency from Candid, an award 
we’ve maintained since 2019.  Candid is a database of 
nonprofit organizations and charities that is used by 
donors and grantfunders to research and evaluate 
organizations.  The Seal of Transparency shows that 
YFPM has fully complied with industry standards in 
publicly sharing our mission, objectives, financial data, 
and other important information.  You can find YFPM’s 
full organizational profile on Candid by going to 
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/56-1059009.  



 
  YFPM Goes to the Ballgame With Participants from Durham 

Residential Reentry Meeting 

 

Several Yokefellow Prison Ministry Residential Reentry facility 
residents from the location in Durham spent a night of fellowship as 
they visted the UNC-Chapel Hill campus to take in a baseball game 
on opening day.  Even better, the UNC Tar Heels beat Seton Hall’s 
Pirates 14-3!  Go Tar Heels!  
 
Special outings like this are a way for Yokefellow volunteers to take 
the relationships that are formed in the small group ministries and 
build on the connections that are made during meeting times.  Theya 
re an opportunity to spend time in fellowship and making memories 
together.  For those who are in the residential reentry phase of their 
sentence, after spending years in prison, it may have been years 
since they have had the opportunity to attend an in-person sporting 
event like this.   
 
Yokefellow is about more than just sitting around a room talking.   

Yokefellows do life together.  Yokefellow Prison Ministry, at its heart, is about connecting in a deeply personal way, sharing life 
experiences, and forging a new life in community as people of Christ.   

How Can You Share Yokefellow With Your Church? 

  

Do you have people in your church community who may be 
interested in prison or post-incarceration ministry?  Is your 
church or civic service organization having a missions day or 
other public event? 
 
Share Yokefellow Prison Ministry with those in your circles to 
help us raise awareness about the importance of ministering 
to and caring for those who are experiencing incarceration.  
Help us to connect with those who might be interested in 
becoming a volunteer.   
 
Is public speaking not your thing?  No worries!  Contact 
Jennifer Burns at jburns@yokefellowprisonministry.org or by 
phone at 336-681-6835 and make arrangments for her to come 
speak and share the vision and mission of Yokefellow with your 
church.   

 

Introducing Two New Ways to Support the 
Yokefellow Prison Ministry 

YFPM is proud to announce that we have partnered with Zeffy.com to provide Yokefellow Prison 
Ministry donors with two new ways to make financial contributions to support the work that we do 
across the state of North Carolina.  Zeffy.com also allows YFPM to accept donations via Apple Pay 
and the best thing about these two options is that they do not withhold a processing fee from your 
donation which means that Yokefellow Prison Ministry will get 100% of your donation. Donations 
can be made as a one time contribution or they can be set up to be a recurring monthly contribution. 
 

Visit Yokefellow Prison Ministry’s Zeffy.com profile at https: tinyurl.com/28rf6aub 
 
YFPM does also still accept online donations via PayPal and those contributions can also be set 
up as a one time donation or a recurring monthly contribution, however, PayPal does withhold 
processing fees, which decreases the amount that YFPM receives.  If you have any questions about 
making financial contributions or these online platforms please contact Jennifer Burns at 
jburns@yokefellowprisonministry.org or 336-681-6835. 
We are continually grateful for your faithful support of the Yokefellow Prison Ministry and the work 
that we do to make a difference in the lives of incarcerated people in North Carolina. 
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Active Meeting Locations 
Correctional Facilities: 

• Avery-Mitchell CI  

• Butner Federal  

• Brunswick Detention  

• Cumberland Detention 

• Carteret CI 

• Columbus CI 

• Craven CI 

• Davidson CI 

• Franklin CI 

• Granville (Polk) CI 

• Hyde CI 

• Lumberton CI 

• NC CI for Women 

• Nash CI 

 

 

 

• Neuse CI 

• New Hanover CI 

• Orange CI 

• Pamlico CI 

• Randolph CI 

• Richmond (Morrison) CI 

• Sanford CI 

• Southern CI 

• Tabor CI 

• Wilkes CI 

 

 

Residential Reentry Houses:   
• Durham 

• Fayetteville 

• Greensboro 

• High Point 

• New Bern 

• Raleigh 

• Rocky Mount 

• Wilmington 

 

 

 

Post-Prison Aftercare Ministry: 

• High Point 

• Virtual via Zoom 

 

 

Volunteers are needed! 

Training is provided! 

Call Carlton Gooding at 

336.740.0392 for more information 

 

 

Yokefellow Prison Ministry of North Carolina, Inc.  
PO Box 375 
Goldsboro, North Carolina 27533 


