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For Our Members: 

Ministry Highlights:  

The primary mission and objective of the Yokefellow Prison Ministry of North Carolina, Inc. has 

always been ministering to those incarcerated 

in traditional prison facilities. However, as 

Yokefellow, along with the rest of the world, 

watched the COVID19 pandemic stretch into a 

second year, it became imperative for the 

Ministry to revision its calling and who we 

serve.  We went into 2021 with the theme of 

PIVOT as our mission for the year.  Yokefellow 

Prison Ministry focused on reaching a new 

segment of our community and on launching a 

new arm of ministry.  This new program is aimed at reaching residents in Residential Reentry 

Facilities across the state of North Carolina.  Similar to the Aftercare and Virtual Aftercare 

ministries, the Residential Reentry Facility ministry focuses on providing listening ministries to 

people transitioning from prison back into society through these transitional housing programs.  

These programs are available to residents of each facility with meetings taking place either 

weekly or biweekly, at the discretion of the facility administration.  

Yokefellow Prison Ministry’s in-person Aftercare ministry in High Point, North Carolina, 

facilitated by Pastor Kelvin Sellers’ A Second Chance Community Church, continued to meet 

weekly.  Also, the Virtual Aftercare 

Ministry, which was launched in 

2020, continued offering two 

meeting opportunities each week.  

These meetings are held via Zoom 

and are able to be accessed by 

either computer or smartphone by 

anyone regardless of physical 

location.   

 Throughout the year, the Yokefellow Prison Ministry continued to hold Committee 

and Board meetings online via Zoom and also continued to provide online versions of its 

Volunteer Training as it recruited volunteers for the Virtual Aftercare and Residential Reentry 

Facility ministries. 

 

 

1 



  

 In October of 2021 Yokefellow Prison Ministry had its first Virtual Annual 

Meeting which was attended by a number of our local volunteers and other supporters.  

Throughout this year, Yokefellow Prison Ministry’s staff, Board of Directors, and volunteers 

continued to feel the sadness at the inability to meet in person.  At its core, Yokefellow Prison 

Ministry is a community, collaborative endeavor and our membership continued to find that, 

even though we could see and hear each other on Zoom, it is just not the same as being able 

to be of one accord in the same room together.   

Yokefellow Prison Ministry continued to grow both our paid staff adding a Development 

and Marketing Administrator to the staff.  The DMA was brought on board with the purpose of 

promoting the Yokefellow Prison Ministry via social media and other digital marketing channels 

and overseeing fundraising efforts to support the work of the Ministry.  The Board of Directors 

also added a new member to their ranks; both of these additions were in line with the 

Yokefellow Prison Ministry’s commitment to diversity and building a leadership that is 

representative of God’s kingdom.   

During the Virtual Annual Meeting Yokefellow Prison Ministry celebrated retired Board 

of Directors President David Canady. David was installed as Board 

Member Emeritus and was presented with a plaque honoring his 

service to the Yokefellow Prison Ministry.  Relentless as ever, 

David continues to support the Yokefellow Prison Ministry through 

his financial gifts and prayer even in retirement.   

In December of 2021, Yokefellow Prison Ministry was one of 

the first volunteer organizations to be invited back into North 

Carolina’s prison facilities and in-person ministry resumed at 

Carteret Correctional Facility in Newport, North Carolina.   

In 2022, Yokefellow Prison Ministry continues to believe for an end to this horrible 

pandemic and in the goodness of God who will open doors for Yokefellows to again serve 

God’s people within the walls of North Carolina prisons as we have since 1969.  The staff of 

the Yokefellow Prison Ministry is continually in contact with the administrations at the federal 

and state correctional levels and with our volunteer cadre to discern when we can safely 

resume in-person ministries, which will always be the primary focus of the Yokefellow Prison 

Ministry.  Hebrews 10:24-25 tells us that we should “…consider how to stir up one another to 

love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another, and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” (ESV).  The day will come, 

God willing sooner rather than later, when Yokefellow will be able to resume ministry in the 
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67% of North Carolina facilities where it was active in 2019 and to continue to strive to ensure 

that active listening ministries are available to every incarcerated person in North Carolina.   

 

  FRIENDs

S 

 Launched in 2020 in honor of Yokefellow 

Prison Ministry’s last surviving founder, Rev. 

Jerry Murray, the Faithful Friends giving 

program continued in 2021.  Yokefellow 

Prison Ministry was blessed to receive 

consistent support throughout the year from 

the following supporters: 

• Brian & Vita Alligood  

• Barbara Bays 

• Theresa Blount 

• Gary Cagle 

• Rob Ferry 

• Leon & Yvette Morrow  

• Clara Murray 

• Cathy Robertson 

• Anita Smith 

• Frances Gladden 

• David Morton 

• Nancy Murray 

• Bruce & Jean Pate 

• David Stanford 

 There are plans in 2022 to add a tier to the Faithful Friends program to be called the 

Faithful Fifty Donors.  This sustaining donor giving program will coincide with Yokefellow Prison 

Ministry’s 50th year of incorporation in the state of North Carolina and will offer another level of 

ongoing support for the Ministry from donors.  The expansion of this sustainer donation program 

continues to honor the legacy of Rev. Jerry Murray and his vision for the Yokefellow Prison 

Ministry to continue and to grow to reach beyond the borders of North Carolina.  We believe 

that as prisons continue to reopen in 2022 and Yokefellow volunteers reenter the prisons and 

new residential reentry ministries and other avenues are added that this vision is possible.  

 

The leadership of the Yokefellow Prison Ministry continues to be humbled by the 

financial blessings the Ministry continues to receive.  It is because of our faithful donors and 

the ongoing providence of the Lord that Yokefellow Prison Ministry has been able to not only 

continue but to grow through this COVID19 pandemic.  We will continue to be good stewards 

of the blessings that are bestowed upon us and work for the good of the Lord, those who love 

him, and to reach those who do not yet know him.  
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Prison Meetings: Aftercare Meetings: 

  Avery-Mitchell: David & Alice Houser Greensboro: Val Follo & Wesley Richmond 

Bertie: Howard Hoggard High Point: Pastor Kelvin Sellers 

Butner: Ruth Poole & Rob Ferry Virtual – Mondays: Ken Ripley & Malia GoPaul 

Carteret: Ross Beebe & Buff Chalk Virtual – Tuesdays: Steve Ritchey & Ricky Durham 

Columbus: Curtis Shaw  

Craggy: Robert Towe, Robert Vaughan, & Nancy Trepes Residential Reentry Meetings 

Craven: Ricky Durham & Hugh Howard Durham:  

Cumberland Detention Center: Mickle Mitchell Greensboro: 

Davidson: David Bush & Robert Foster High Point: Pastor Kelvin Sellers 

Eastern: Esther Perara New Bern: 

Greene: Charles Pierce Rocky Mount: 

Hamett: Collett Davis & Willis Martin Wilmington 

Hyde: Bill VanStaalduinen & Barbara Stanley  

Lumberton: Bishop Ford, Jr.   

Marion: James O’Neal  

Maury: Clara Murray & Henry Williams  

Morrison: Roberta Wilkes  

 Mountain View: David Bickel  

Nash: Ken Ripley  

NCCIW: Eboni Michelle Smith  

New Hanover: James Dykes & Clayton Williams  

Orange: Janie Glasgow  

Pamlico: Grosvenor Barber  

Pasquotank: Al & Carol Humbert  

Piedmont: Eric Beaver  

Polk: Bill Boyle  

Randolph: Richard Lundy  

Sampson: Thira Peterson  

Sanford: Charles Green  

Scotland: Christopher Mitchell  

Southern: Paula Varner  

Swannanoa: Cady Waddington   

Tabor: Daisy Brooks  

Wake: Josephine Drayton  

Wilkes: Frank Shealy  

Ministries Currently In Need of Local Coordinator: 

Foothills, Gaston, Lincoln *Many of these ministries are still on pause due to COVID19 

Thank you to all of our 2021 Local Coordinators & Back Up 

Coordinators for their dedication and prayers over the last year!  

Yokefellow Prison Ministry continues because of YOU! 
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FOR OUR DONORS 

Donor Highlights:  

 

In 2021, Yokefellow Prison Ministry received $65,161.78 in cash donations. 
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Donor Trends:  

As the COVID19 pandemic entered its second year, Yokefellow Prison Ministry experienced 

a small shrinkage in donors, unfortunately breaking a four year streak of upward trajectory. 

Overall, Yokefellow Prison Ministry received financial contributions from 107 separate 

donors.  While the number of 2nd and 3rd time donors decreased from 2020 to 2021, the 

small amount of decline is evidence that the overall number of new donors are continuing to 

support Yokefellow Prison Ministry in subsequent years. Yokefellow Prison Ministry believes 

that as we come out of the COVID19 pandemic and Yokefellow continues to resume 

ministries that our donors will continue to remain faithful to us and will continue their financial 

support. 
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Individuals 

Board/ Staff 

Church Congregations 

Other 

Religious Denominations 

Foundations/ Grants 

Fundraising Events 

LEGEND 

Individual Donor Base 
Continuing to Grow  

 

From 2017 to 2021 
individual contributions have 
more than quadrupled.  The 

amount of funds given by 
individuals went from 6% of 

overall revenue to 30% 

Foundational Giving 
Recovered 

 

After experiencing a drop in 
foundational giving amid the 
pandemic, Yokefellow has 

been blessed to receive 
sustained support from 

foundational donors as well 
as receive funding from new 

donors 

Continued Lack of Denominational Support 
 

While Denominational Support did rebound a small amount 
from 2020, it has continued to pose a struggle for Yokefellow 

Prison Ministry as a reliable source of funding.  We believe that 
this is due to churches continue to struggle to stay open amid 
the pandemic, as well as two mainline primary denominations 
that Yokefellow supporters ascribe to struggling with internal 

concerns impacting their ability to give sacrificially at the Church 
level.  Yokefellow Prison Ministry has continued to see support 
from individual congregations, which showed growth from 2020 

to 2021. 

100% Board & Staff Giving 
 

While Yokefellow Prison Ministry is small in size when it comes 
to our staff and leadership board, our people believe in the 

Ministry and donate financially above and beyond their gift of 
their time and talents.   

100% of our Board and paid staff fed back into the Ministry in 
2021; the majority of our Board participated in the Faithful 

Friends sustainer program during 2021.  
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Steve & Phyllis Ade  

Irene Allen 

Vita Alligood 

Amazon Smile Program 

Anonymous Donors 

Arapahoe UMC 

Cloyd & Jean Austin 

Bob Barker Company Foundation 

Miriam Bartley 

Robert & Barbara Bays 

Mark Becker 

Cady Bell 

Smoke Betts 

Theresa Blount 

Keith & Barbara Boulware 

Martha C. Bowen 

Jennifer Burns 

Frank & Nancy Cagle 

David & Jeanne Canady 

Cary Church of God 

Mary Elizabeth M. Causey 

Cemala Foundation 

William Clark 

David Cort 

Steve Couch 

Couch Oil Company of Durham 

Priscilla Durkin 

Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina 

Rob & Kathleen Ferry  

First Baptist Church of Hillsborough 

Kyle & Elizabeth Fishbaugh 

Jeff Gilbert 

Frances Gladden 

Carlton Gooding 

Gloria Green 

 

 

James & Margaret Greenwood 

Grove Park Baptist Church 

Roland Hargett 

Mary E. Hawkins 

Howard Hoggard 

Chris Holland 

Home Moravian Church 

Al & Carol Humbert 

Hyde Prison Ministry 

Cynthia Jameson 

Johnathan & Alisa Jerkins 

Dot Kibler 

Paul & Kelly LaMachio 

Larry Lamb 

David. Marienthal 

Theresa McCullough 

Chris McLean 

Marion McNeal 

Kimi Miyagi 

Rev. Linda Moore 

Leon & Yvette Morrow 

Michael & Bonnie Murphy 

David & Linda Morton 

Clara Murry 

Nancy Murray 

NC Conference of the UMC  

Greg Nesmith 

North Raleigh UMC  

Office Depot 

Bruce & Jean Pate 

Robert & Brenda Payne 

Paula Perkins 

Wilfort Powell 

Rhems United Methodist Church 

John & Denise Richter  

 

 

Ken & Vicky Ripley 

Steve Ritchey 

Cathy Robertson 

Joshua Rumley 

Salesforce 

Dewey & Rebecca Sawyer 

Kelvin Sellers 

Mike & Mary Shea 

Gloria Simpson 

Anita Smith 

Jeremy & Christa Smith 

St. Luke Pentecostal Healing Temple 

David Stanford 

Melissa Stock 

David & Judy Streich 

Staples 

Straits United Methodist Church 

Patricia Tector 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

Jeremy & Margaret Troxler 

Chip & Laura Vail 

Bill Van Staalduinen 

Dewey & Armelda Vereen 

Wesley Wachtel 

Jean F. Ward 

Ashley Warlick 

Shane & Jennifer Waters 

Carolyn White 

Western NC Conference of the UMC  

Connie Whitney 

Margaret Woodrum 

Kim Wright 

Swannie Wright 

 

 

Thank you to all of our 2021 Donors! 
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Financial Summary:  

Full financial information is available upon request.  Please email: 

info@yokefellowprisonministry.org. 

Donations & Disbursements: 

• Total 2021 cash donations = $65,161.78 * 
o 2020 = $39,825.73 ** 
o 2019 = $63, 406.20 
o 2018 = $55,579.09 
o 2017 = $41,171.00 

• Total 2021 cash + in-kind donations = $66, 606.86 
o 2020 = $51.013.35 
o 2019 = $ 77, 510.77 
o 2108 = $ 57, 191.92 
o 2017 = $73,271.33 

• Total 2021 disbursements = $48,616.36 
o 2020 = $62,387.95 *** 
o 2019 = $73,712.70 
o 2018 = $71,005.14 
o 2017 = $18, 706.32 **** 

 
In 2021, Yokefellow Prison Ministry was able to keep expenses lower than the amount of 

income due in large part to decreased expenses as many of our in-person activities continued 

to either experience pauses or moved to online formats due to the pandemic.  Yokefellow has 

continued to pay staff throughout the pandemic and was also able to successfully launch the 

in-person Residential Reentry Meetings which required a lot of staff travel due to the need to 

develop these new programs and train new volunteers.   

 
*This amount does not include a forgivable Paycheck Protection Act (PPP) loan of $8,666.00.  Total cash received including this forgiven loan = $73,827.78. 
 
**This amount does not include a forgivable Paycheck Protection Act (PPP) loan of $8,600.00 Total cash received including this forgiven loan = $48,425.73. 
 
*** In 2020, in-person trainings and launches of new in-person ministries were paused due to the COVID19 penademic, resulting in a significant reduction in total 
disbursements. 
 
**** In 2017, the former Executive Director worked only 10 hours per week to cover the basics for the Ministry from January through October while the Board of 
Directors conducted interviews for a replacement, so total disbursements were atypical.    
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Looking Ahead:  

The theme of 2022 is RESET.  The Ministry’s focus on UNITY in 2018 helped solidify its 

foundation, 2019 Yokefellow Prison Ministry focusing on DIVING IN, we went into 2020 looking 

at EXPANSION and, like so many other nonprofit organizations, learned that God has plans 

greater than our own, and then in 2021 we focused on making a PIVOT and reimagining what 

Yokefellow Prison Ministry could be in this new world.  2022 marks the 50th anniversary of the 

Yokefellow Prison Ministry’s incorporation as a registered nonprofit organization.  As such, we 

are ready to RESET our focus from looking back at what we have lost or at what has not gone 

according to our plan but to instead put our noses to the grindstone and continue to work 

through it.  We will RESET our focus to reentering, resuming, reimagining, rejuvenating, and 

recommitting ourselves to what has always been the core focus of the Yokefellow Prison 

Ministry – serving incarceration affected people, their families, the state of North Carolina, and, 

above all, the Lord.  It is and will always be our ultimate mission to see that no person believes 

that they are cast out, unworthy, unloved, unimportant, or beyond being saved.  We believe in 

the sacred value of all people and that they are loved by the Savior.   

 

Even amid this horrible pandemic, the Lord has continued to be faithful to us.  We have 

seen people come together as never before, to be more compassionate, empathetic, and 

mindful of the struggles and challenges that others face.  As a Ministry, we have continued to 

be blessed by our volunteers, our donors, our foundational supporters, and our prayer warriors.  

We are beyond grateful for the continues support and we remain committed to doing this work 

for another fifty years or more, as the Lord wills it. 

 

Please continue to be in prayer for the Yokefellow Prison Ministry, our volunteers, our 

staff, incarcerated people in the state of North Carolina, the administration and staff of the 

correctional facilities – especially chaplains - and all those we serve.  
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2022 Goals 

 

Expand the Residential Reentry Program: 
 
Yokefellow Prison Ministry is continuing to 
reach out to those in the Conditional Release 
phase of their reentry to society and be able to 
support them as they go through that process.   
 
As Yokefellow volunteers continue to reenter 
the traditional prison facilities the residential 
reentry program will give us the ability to 
connect with individuals during their 
incarceration and potentially support them all 
the way through their reentry.  

 

Resume Program Effectiveness Measurements: 
 
In 2019 Yokefellow Prison Ministry was working 
with a doctoral student at the University of North 
Carolina – Chapel Hill on measuring the 
effectiveness of the Yokefellow Prison Ministry 
program.  Unfortunately, that project was put on 
hold due to the COVID19 pandemic and has not 
been able to be restarted yet.  Yokefellow is 
interested in resuming or restarting this work and 
to expand those measurements to the Virtual and 
Residential Reentry environments as well.  Our 
ability to do this will depend on the allowances 
made by prison facility administrators.  
  

 

Fully Resume In-Person Prison Ministry: 
 
While Yokefellow has branched out into 
the Virtual and Residential Reentry 
spaces, traditional correctional facilities 
will always be the core of the Yokefellow 
Prison Ministry mission.  We remain 
committed to bringing the lifesaving 
message of Jesus Christ to every 
incarcerated person in the state of North 
Carolina.  Yokefellow will continue to work 
with prison facility administration to 
determine when it is safe for us to resume 
these Ministries inside the walls of the 
prisons. 
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LHOW YOU CAN HELP 
 

• PRAY – Ask God to guide Yokefellow Prison Ministry in serving inmates and returning citizens, their 

families, victims of crime, prison chaplains and staff, and communities at large. 

 

• VOLUNTEER – Fina a location where Yokefellow Prison Ministry is working either in a traditional prison 

facility, residential reentry facility, or the Virtual Aftercare Ministry.  Yokefellow is what it is because of our 

volunteers.  YOU might be the person someone needs to connect with in order to connect with Jesus.  

 

• GIVE – Yokefellow Prison Ministry relies entirely on the support and generosity of churches, faithful 

Christians, and foundational grants for its support.  Please consider how you might be able to financially 

support the work we do; consider becoming one of our Faithful Friends who gives a small amount each 

month to help us reach those impacted by the justice system in the state of North Carolina. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all you do to support the Yokefellow Prison Ministry of North Carolina, Inc. 

as we carry out God’s mission of changing the attitudes, hearts, and lives of inmates and 

returning citizens across North Carolina. 

 

WE ARE YOKEFELLOW BECAUSE OF YOU! 

 

Yokefellow Prison Ministry of North 
Carolina, Inc.  
PO Box 375 
Goldsboro, North Carolina 37533 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

www.yokefellowprisonministry.org 
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